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" hor and TV presenter
| Fc the book
_wuu!n Princess, Suffragette, Rev unu:‘.
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At the British Council | €515, 5th Floor, Elante Office Block
ess Park, Phase 1, Chandigarh

178, Industrial and Busin

Hroadeaster, journaiist and biographer Anita Anand was born in 1972 and educated 3t Cng's Coliege,
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‘Wi heir to the Kingdam of the Sikhs, one of the greatest empires of the Indian subontinent, a
i}s:ﬁ!ﬂﬂ!fﬂ?rﬁif 1o the craggy foothills of the Khwber Pass and
Incluted the mighty cities of Lahore tedritory irresistible to the British,
who plundered everything, Inchuting the fabied Kob-i-Nooe diamon,

‘Exihed to England, the dispossessed Maharaiah transformed his estate at Eveden in Suffolk into
iiﬂiiiiiiﬂ#;ii
Eliglﬂiﬂ-‘ig?i
court, atforded grace and favor lodgings at Hamgton Court Palace and photographed wearing
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Sophia transcended her hevitage 1o devote erielf to battling infustics and insguabty, s far oy
Ei'ﬂ&i!ﬁiﬂiﬂlﬂ!!ﬂﬁu:ﬂiiﬂi
fate of the Lescars, the wellare of Indian soldiers in the First World War — and, sbove o, the
fight for fernale suffrage. She was bokd and feariess, attacking politicians, putting hervelf in the
front line and swapping her silks for a nurse’s wniform 1o tend wounded soldiers cvacuated
iEEEEIEE#i!
of the rise of women ard the fall of empire introdoces an extraordinary individual and her part
in the defining moments of recent British and Indiin hstory.

The achievement of the book is to tell the story of 2 e exceptional n its circemstances, within
the Larger context of the histodical relationship between Britain and india. In a poignant
epliogue, Anand detallc how she eventually tracked down the only fving people who had
kntain Sophia: ber goddaughter Drovna and the surviving evacuse child. They were abie 1o
give testimay on what really mattered to Sophia, the advancement of women by demoorstic
:Ilﬁllltfnlnld;i-ﬂli. {This ks a command that, i e
acknowledgerments, Anand herself repeats to her cwn neites and goddaughters). No matter
that Sophia ‘never managed to be sent to prison, and therelore was denied her chance to go
‘o hurger strike and her place in the pantheon’ of the suffragetie movement = untll now. A
lifestory that encapsulates the rise of women and the fall of empires is coe 528l fll of relevance
i!ﬁii #s political journalist and tiographer, observes these ongoing
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Supporfed by

WRITERS BLOC SHOWCASE

A SPECIALLY CURATED SEASON OF ORIGINAL PLAYS BY INDIAN PLAYWRIGHTS FROM WRITERS' BLOC

iy
M,
WEDNESDAY, 14 DECEMBER 2016

6.30 pm: Dramatised reading of STILL AND STILL MOVING (English)
Followed by a conversation with the playwright and the director

THURSDAY, 15 DECEMBER 2016

10.00 am to 1.00 pm: Workshop on playwriting by Neel Chaudhuri
6.30 pm: Dramatised reading of MAHUA (Hindi)

Followed by a conversation with the playwright and the director
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